THE ROCK: THE ABRIDGED SCRIPT™

By Paul Karpenko

EXT. CEMETERY

ED HARRIS walks dramatically in the rain with a clump of flowers toward the grave of his wife. In the distance, we hear yelling and shouting. Presumably, that of ED HARRIS'S family, friends, conscience and Hollywood agent asking him what the fuck he's doing in this film.

ED HARRIS

My darling wife, with you in the ground, I can finally engage in my demented and absurdly over-complicated scheme to enter into an alliance with a bunch of BLOOD-THIRSTY, GREEDY MERCENARIES in order to black-mail our heartless government into giving some infinitesimally small amount of money to the families of soldiers who were KIA on secret missions and knew damn-well what they were getting into. 

CUE ridiculous Michael Bay action sequence


EXT. LIGHTLY GUARDED MILITARY BASE - A DARK AND STORMY NIGHT


ED HARRIS and a bunch of his BLOOD-THIRSTY, GREEDY MERCENARY friends break into some compound where they start stealing a bunch of rockets filled with a substance so terrible that the military should've REALLY posted more than one dumb-fuck guard to keep an eye them.


BLOOD-THIRSTY, GREEDY MERCENARY # 7

I'm a fucking moron.



HE DROPS one of the goddamn rockets on his FOOT as fourteen script pages fall out, describing to the audience what the god awful green gas does.


DAVID MORSE

Haha!


AUDIENCE

COOL!


INT. SOME LAB


NICHOLAS CAGE

People couldn't take me seriously as an action hero in Con-Air so here, I'm gonna be a mild-mannered NERD for the first half-hour. -- Then I'll start to accidentally kick ass for no good reason.

LAB GUY

A box full of explanatory script pages and plot set-up just arrived!!


NICHOLAS CAGE

FINALLY! I was getting bored with this mild, if amusing, character-developing Rube Goldberg dart gun and Beatles bullshit.

INT. A GAS CHAMBER


NICHOLAS CAGE

This is gonna be important later. Watch carefully.


ASSISTANT

The roaches are popping like fried maggots, is that bad?


NICHOLAS CAGE

Don't worry about it.


He DEFUSES the situation.


INT. ALCATRAZ (THE ROCK)


ED HARRIS and the BLOOD-THIRSTY, GREEDY MERCENARIES take over THE ROCK and, as a toss of irony, imprison a billion innocent people in the cell-block.


AUDIENCE

This is RIDICULOUS. I wonder when shit's gonna blow up.

DIRECTOR MICHAEL BAY, sitting on PRODUCER JERRY BRUCKHEIMER'S lap

Soon.

INT. PENTAGON


DIRECTOR MICHAEL BAY gets lazy and just splices in a scene from JOHN WOO'S BROKEN ARROW. No one can tell the difference.


INT. PRIVATE CORRIDOR


JOHN SPENCER

My god. We've got a mad-man on our hands. There's only one thing to do. Send a sixty year-old FORMER BRITISH SECRET AGENT (clever, no?) and some fucking pipsqueak nerd to stop him!


WILLIAM FORSYTHE

That's the best idea for a movie EVER!


JOHN SPENCER

I'm glad I'm in this.


WILLIAM FORSYTHE

Me too.


INT. FEDERAL PRISON (Not THE ROCK)


SEAN CONNERY, symbol of bravado, charm and male action chic is brought out of his cell and sat down next to NICHOLAS CAGE, symbol of absolutely nothing.


NICHOLAS CAGE

You escaped from Alcatraz. We need you to ... (dramatic music) ... BREAK BACK IN.


SEAN CONNERY

Are you fucking nuts? Go get Clint Eastwood to do it.


NICHOLAS CAGE

We can't. He's even older than you are.


SEAN CONNERY

Fine. But I have an absurd list of demands no one in their right mind would even THINK of granting outside of a MICHAEL BAY movie since it'll probably cause more explosions.


NICHOLAS CAGE

You're in luck. Done.

SEAN CONNERY defies their trust IMMEDIATELY and bursts through a really thick pane of glass using a Magic Hard-Edged Quarter of SCIENCE!


SEAN CONNERY

WOMACK! WHY AM I NOT SURPRISED, YOU PIECE OF SHIT!


The novelty of SEAN CONNERY swearing wears off quickly and it becomes vaguely uncomfortable.


INT. RITZY HOTEL ROOM


SEAN CONNERY

I can't believe they're fucking stupid enough to let me take a shower without supervision.


SEAN CONNERY breaks out and leads pipsqueak nerd NICHOLAS CAGE on a DARING CHASE through San Francisco as MICHAEL BAY confesses his homo-erotic desire for Steve McQueen.


Power lines EXPLODE. 

Streetcars EXPLODE. 

Water jugs EXPLODE. 

A pile of fruit EXPLODES!!


INT. ROOM OF OPERATIONS (A LITTLE LATER)


SEAN CONNERY

I'm glad we did that.


NICHOLAS CAGE

It was fun.


SEAN CONNERY, NICHOLAS CAGE and a band of disposable NAVY SEALS who didn't learn their lesson from being in every other action movie, are inserted into Alcatraz on gi-NORMOUS helicopters whose monstrous size is matched only by the deafening noise created by their enormous rotors.

Everyone comes into a boiler room or something and the only exit is protected by a bunch of giant rotating gears that breathe fire (I'm fucking serious).


SEAN CONNERY

I think I still remember the timing for these things.


NICHOLAS CAGE

Wait! Didn't you break OUT of this place? Therefore, wouldn't the timing you remember work only for going through these gigantic gears of death in the OTHER DIRECTION? -- Furthermore, if you plan to open a door into this room when you've gotten through, why couldn't you use that very door to escape the FIRST time, therefore bypassing the stupid flaming gears altogether?


NICHOLAS CAGE is slapped loudly by MICHAEL BAY and begins to cry.


SEAN CONNERY loses two lives trying to roll through the death-trap furnace thing but finally gets through and opens the door for everyone.


SEAN CONNERY

WELCOME TO LEVEL TWO!

INT. THE ROCK - EVIL CONTROL ROOM


DAVID MORSE

You think you picked a big enough fucking place to try and guard there, ED?


ED HARRIS

I am in COMPLETE CONTROL.


INT. PRISON RAPE SHOWER ROOM


The NAVY SEALS find themselves boxed in from above by fourteen members of L33T KREW with AK-47s. The NAVY SEALS' collective ping spikes way up and they're all killed.


SEAN CONNERY and NICHOLAS CAGE

Didn't see that one coming.


NICHOLAS CAGE

You and I are now the only chance AMERICA has.


SEAN CONNERY

I'm British. Fuck off.


NICHOLAS CAGE

I thought this might happen.. so I took the liberty of making sure MICHAEL BAY gave you a symbolic and unnecessary American daughter. Even British people love CHILDREN, right?


SEAN CONNERY

God DAMNIT.


INT. ALCATRAZ BOWELS


Ridiculous action hijinx ensue as MICHAEL BAY finds old copies of INDIANA JONES and EVERY ACTION MOVIE EVERY MADE and proceeds to ejaculate onto the AUDIENCE.


AUDIENCE

I don't know why we’re not leaving.


Finally, NICHOLAS CAGE and SEAN CONNERY proceed to off a bunch of baddies and stumble onto the mother load of all-but-two McGuffins. Waving a magic wand, NICHOLAS CAGE makes the all-but-two McGuffins disappear and he and SEAN CONNERY resume their bloody escapades as they vaguely tend towards the remaining two McGuffins. 


Did I say McGuffins.. I totally meant DEADLY ROCKETS OF DEATH.


The voices inside ED HARRIS'S head finally get the better of him and he  SHOOTS HIMSELF IN THE HEAD. DAVID MORSE, the other pillar of morality even in the actions of evil, is also killed. Only a BLACK BLOOD-THIRSTY, GREEDY MERCENARY and a WHITE BLOOD-THIRSTY, GREEDY MERCENARY remain.


In a series of circumstances assembled of ass-piles of luck and cliché, NICHOLAS CAGE kills them BOTH (Black guy first).


THE ROCK explodes anyway. 


MICHAEL BAY

Wwwwoooooooo!!!!!

SEAN CONNERY and NICHOLAS CAGE meet up.


NICHOLAS CAGE

Where the fuck were you?


SEAN CONNERY

Fucking the prom queen or some bullshit.


NICHOLAS CAGE

How did you ever keep this action business up for so long. I'm TIRED.


SEAN CONNERY

I'm SEAN CONNERY, you pencil-pushing little fuck. Why don't you go back to playing middle-aged balding neurotics.

SEAN CONNERY gets a bag of money from MICHAEL BAY and leaves.


NICHOLAS CAGE begins to cry.


END

